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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 IVIONTH(S) FROIVI 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 02 February 2004 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 31-47 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) 31,33,34.37 and 38 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 32,36 and 39-47 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim{s) 35 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)IEI None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/752,6 1 6 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2854 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In the paragraph 
inserted on page 15 line 4, first line, "as" should be —is-. Appropriate correction is required. 

The amendment filed February 2, 2004 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132 because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132 states that no amendment shall 
introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material which is not 
supported by the original disclosure is as follows: In the paragraph inserted on page 15 line 10 
the disclosure of the force transducer comprising "measuring one or more sensors". 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: The specification does not appear to support the recitation in claim 32 
lines 3-4 that proximate the unencumbered areas are "structures forming said patterned layer". 
The only apparent support for this recitation is the paragraph starting on page 7 line 14 in the 
specification which discloses "additional structures are provided which narrow the 
unencumbered area in at least one direction". However, it is not clear which structures applicant 
is referring to. Are these the printing structures (3) or the support structures (14)? The 
remaining disclosure on pages 7 and 8 in the specification would appear to indicate the support 
structures. Applicant is requested to clarify in the specification, with proper support, and in the 
claims which structures are being referred to. 

Claims 35 and 36 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In each of claims 35 and 36 "said structured depths" lack proper antecedent basis. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claims 32, 36, and 39 - 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 32 line 3 it is not clear which structures are being referred to in the phrase 
"structures forming said patterned layer". Are these the printing structures (3) or support 
structures (14)? 

Claim 36 is an exact duplicate of claim 35, fi-om which it depends. 

In claim 39 lines 4 '*said areas containing patterned structures" lacks proper antecedent 
basis and appears to contradict the following statement that these areas form recesses. 
Presumably, the areas being referred to are the unencumbered areas. Simply deleting 
"containing pattemed structures" would appear to correct this. 

In claim 42 lines 1 - 2 it is not clear how the stamp device forms both the pattemed layer 
and the surface of the substrate. In claim 31 line 1 the stamp device is separate and distinct from 
the substrate. Overall, the meaning of lines 1 - 2 is unclear. Note again that the substrate is not 
an element of the stamp device and any recitation of self-aligning means on the substrate renders 
the scope of the claim indefinite. It is suggested that the claim clearly indicate that the stamp 
device is being claimed in combination with the substrate so that the self-aligning means on the 
stamp device and the substrate are proper elements of the combination. 

In claim 47 line 2 "a closed gaseous network" appears to be a double recitation of the 
"fluidic or gas network" in claim 39 line 7. However, it is not clear if these networks are the 
same or different in some manner. 

Claims 31, 33, 34, 37, and 38 are allowed. 
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Claims 35 and 36 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
objection(s) set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 32, 36, and 39 - 47 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Applicants arguments filed Febmary 2, 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's claim that the additional disclosure of sensors in the specification only 
clarifies the aspects of a force transducer is not persuasive as a force transducer may comprise 
something other than a sensor. That a force transducer may be a sensor does not entitle applicant 
to add this subject matter to the disclosure. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed unfil after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated firom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications fi^om the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen R. Funk whose telephone number is (571) 272-2164. 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,616 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2854 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Hirshfeld, can be reached at (571) 272-2168. 

The fax phone number for ALL official papers is (703) 872-9306. Upon consulting with 
the examiner unofficial papers only may be faxed directly to the examiner at (571) 273-2164. 
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STEPHEN R. FUNK 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



